
www.EasyReadEnglish.com         10. Jesus Calls Followers 1 

10. Jesus Calls Followers 
Matthew 4; Mark 1, 2, 3; Luke 6    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said. 
Mark 1:17 
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Part 1    Jesus Calls Followers   Words in Syllable Types 
 

Closed 
short vowel 
stop 

Open 
long vowel 
go 

Silent e 
long vowel 
cave 

Vowel Teams 
long vowel 
eat 

An-    Ga l-    
tax    Thad- 
  
-lect-  mes- 
then  spent  
 
fish       -t i l  
d is-     Phi l-       
 
got     John   
co l-     fo l -  
 
up       -sus          
un- 

me   Le  vi  
e vil  Pe ter 
be side 
re turn 
 
 
 

Le vi  
Si  mon 
dis c i ple 
 
Ju das 
 
by 
 

lake  
James 
 
these 
 
be s ide  
 
who le  
 
 

day  
pray  
 

Gal i lee 
 

sea 
hea l  
years  
 
died 
 

night 
 
boat 
 

throw 
fol low 
booth 
 

An drew 
Vowel teams 
other sounds 
oil 

R-controlled 
orange 

Consonant 
l-e    purple 

Other sounds 

called 
 
out 
a round 
mountain 
 

town 
 
took  
 
joy 
 

Barth- 
 
for 
 
Pe ter 
fish er men 
 

turn 
re turn  
 
years 
 
world 
 
 

peo ple 
dis ci ple 
 
Other sounds 
-nk, -ng 
bank    
thing 
 
throw ing 
sit t ing 
pray  ing 

schwa 
ba  nan a 
 
a round 
  
Si mon 
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Part 2    Jesus Calls Followers  New Words, Rule Breakers 
 
Soft c 
cent, city, fancy 
 

disciple       
    
Soft g 
gentle, giant, gym 
 

message  
 
Silent Letters 
  
Thomas      whole 
 
New Words 
 

disciples 
Bartholomew 

Thaddeus 
Judas 

Simon 
evil spirits 

 
Rule Breakers 
 
come 

many 

was 

walking 

money 

said 

yours 

were 

other 

brothers 

once 

whole 

full 

into 

they 

from 

love 

their 

two 

also 
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Part 3  Jesus Calls Followers Dividing Words into Syllables 

Broken into 
 syllables 

Full Words  Broken into 
 syllables 

Full Words 

1. rab bit  
words 

  2. ti g er  
words 

 

fol   low  follow  Je sus 
                    

Jesus 

col lect collect 
 

 Si  mon Simon 

sit  ting sitting 
 

 Pe   ter Peter 

mes  sage message  Le  vi Levi 

dis  ci ples disciples  Ju  das 
 

Judas 

Thad  de us Thaddeus  e vil evil 

un  til until  re  turn return 

. 
Broken into 
 syllables 

Full Words  Broken into 
 syllables 

Full Words 

3. cam el 
words 

 
 

 4. tur tle 
words 

 

Gal  i lee 
 

Galilee  dis  ci  ple disciple 

Phil   ip 
 

Philip  peo  ple people 

Thom  as Thomas 
 

   

. 
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Broken into 
 syllables 

Full Words  Broken into 
 syllables 

Full Words 

5. ham ster 
words  

 9. foxes  
suffixes 

 

An drew Andrew  walk ing 
 

walking 

   throw  ing 
 

throwing 

6. li  on   
words 

  sit  ting 
 

sitting 

Thadde us 
 

Thaddeus  pray  ing 
 

praying 

   followed 
 

followed 

7. ant eater 
compound words 

  healed 
 

healed 

be  side 
 

beside  returned 
 

returned 

fisher  men fishermen 
 

 called 
 

called 

   collect ed 
 

collected 

8. other syllable 
divisions 

  tax es taxes 
 

spir  its spirits  follow  ers followers 
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Part 4   Jesus Calls Followers     EasyReadEnglish 
 

Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee. 
Simon Peter and Andrew were fishermen. These 
brothers were throwing a net into the lake.  
 

“Come, follow me," Jesus said. At once, they left 
their nets and followed him.  
 

Two other brothers were in the boat. Jesus called 
to James and John, "Come, follow me." They also 
left their nets and followed Jesus. 
 

Jesus met Levi. He collected money for taxes. He 
was sitting in his booth. "Come, follow me," Jesus 
said. Levi got up, left his money, and followed 
Jesus. 
 

Jesus went up to a mountain. He spent the whole 
night praying. The next day, he called 12 men to 
follow him. They were called his disciples. They 
were: Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Simon, 
Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James, 
Thaddeus, and Judas.  
 
His disciples followed Jesus from town to town. He 
sent them out two by two. They healed many. 
They sent evil spirits out of people. They said, "Turn 
from your sins." The disciples returned full of joy.  
 
They followed Jesus until he died. Then, they took 
his message of love around the world. 
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Questions 
1. How did Jesus get his 12 disciples? 

 
 

 
2. What does a disciple do? 

 
 
 

3. Jesus still invites us, "Come, follow me." Have 
you become a disciple? 

 
 

4. The disciples left everything to follow Jesus. 
What might you have to leave to follow Jesus? 

 
 
 
 
Prayer 
Dear Jesus,  
I have decided to follow you.  
Thank you for calling me to be  
a disciple. Please help me to  
turn from my sins, love others,  
share your message, and  
follow you.  
Amen 
Write your name and date on the feet. 
Write on the globe where God might call 
You to follow him. 
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Jesus Calls Followers          Phrased for Fluency 
 

Jesus  was walking   beside the Sea  

of Galilee.   Simon Peter   and Andrew  

were fishermen.   These brothers  

were throwing a net   into the lake.  

“Come,  follow me,"  Jesus said.  At once, 

they left  their nets  and followed him.  

Two other brothers  were in the boat.  Jesus 

called  to James and John,   "Come,  

follow me."   They also   left their nets 

and followed Jesus. 

Jesus met Levi.   He collected money  

for taxes.   He was sitting  in his booth. 

"Come,   follow me,"   Jesus said.   Levi got up, 

left his money,   and followed Jesus. 

Jesus went up   to a mountain.  He spent 
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the whole night   praying.  The next day, 

he called 12 men  to follow him.   

They were called  his disciples.  They were: 

Peter,  Andrew,  James,  John,  Philip,  

Simon,  Bartholomew,  Matthew,  Thomas,  

James,  Thaddeus,  and Judas.  

His disciples   followed Jesus   from town to town. 

He sent them out  two by two.   They healed 

many.  They sent evil spirits   out of people. 

They said,   "Turn from your sins."  

The disciples  returned  full of joy.  

They followed Jesus  until he died.  Then,    

they took    his message of love       

around the world. 
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Part 5   Jesus Calls Followers    Vocabulary 
1. cast  (cast): to throw  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. immediately  
(im - ME – di – ate - ly): 
 right away 
 

3. mend (mend):  to fix 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

4. appoint  (ap-POINT):  
 

to choose someone for a 
special job 

5. authority (au-THOR-it-y): 
power to make decisions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. demons  (DE - mons): 
evil spirits 
 
 
 

. 
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Part 5    Jesus Calls Followers 
 
Mark 1:16-20; Mark 3:13-18        World English Bible (WEB)   

 
Passing along by the sea of Galilee, he saw 

Simon and Andrew, the brother of Simon, casting 

a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 

 

Jesus said to them, “Come after me, and I will 

make you into fishers for men.” 

 

 Immediately, they left their nets, and followed 

him.  

 

Going on a little further from there, he saw James 

the son of Zebedee, and John, his brother, who 

were also in the boat mending the nets.  



www.EasyReadEnglish.com         10. Jesus Calls Followers 12 

 Immediately he called them, and they left their 

father, Zebedee, in the boat with the hired 

servants, and went after him.  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Jesus went up into the mountain, and called to 

himself those whom he wanted, and they went 

to him.  

 

He appointed twelve, that they might be with 

him, and that he might send them out to 

preach, and to have authority to heal sicknesses 

and to cast out demons:  

 

Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter);   

James the son of Zebedee; and John, the 

brother of James, (whom he called Boanerges, 

which means, Sons of Thunder);   
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Andrew; Philip; Bartholomew; Matthew; Thomas; 

James, the son of Alphaeus; Thaddaeus; Simon 

the Zealot; and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed 

him. 

 
 


